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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
THE FAMILY PLACE – Steppin’ Up for Children 

– NOON, TUESDAY, MARCH 28, 2017, CACHE COUNTY COURTHOUSE STEPS– 
 
 

(LOGAN, UT)—The Family Place will welcome Brent Platt,  Tracey Tabet and Deondra Brown as this year’s special guests 
on Tuesday, March 28, 2017, at our 8th annual “Steppin’ Up for Children” event on the steps of the Cache County 
Courthouse (located at 199 N Main in Logan). This Cache Valley tradition is designed to promote the mission of The 
Family Place of Building Stronger Families and Protecting Children by increasing public awareness of the problem of child 
abuse in Cache Valley and bolstering community efforts to prevent it.  In addition, there will be special recognition of 
local law enforcement whom make a difference in the lives of children each and every day. 
 
“Steppin’ Up for Children” is designed to provide a stark reminder that even “the safest community in America,”—as 
Logan has been named—is not immune from abuse. Representing each innocent child involved in a substantiated case 
of child abuse, 451 pairs of children’s shoes will be placed on the courthouse steps. Shoes for this event were collected 
by Codi Smith, Miss Cache Valley, and Cache Valley Royalty.   

Brent Platt is the Director of Utah’s child welfare agency, the Division of Child and Family Services, and has served in that 
capacity since March 2010. He is committed to promoting children’s safety and well-being and is recognized by peers 
across the nation for trauma-informed best practices that benefit Utah’s children and families. Prior to becoming 
Director, Brent held positions as a case worker, clinical social worker, Child & Family Services Supervisor, and Child & 
Family Services Region Director. He is currently on special assignment with DCFS to help roll out the department-wide 
System of Care Initiative. 

Tracey Tabet is the administrator for the Utah Children’s Justice Center Program and oversees the state’s Children’s 
Justice Centers. Under her leadership, the program has expanded services to 28 of Utah’s 29 counties, implemented 
measures to promote equity and accountability, expanded its training capacity, and maintained national accreditation 
Tracey directs the Utah Chapter of the National Children’s Alliance (NCA), the national organization and accrediting body 
that promotes a comprehensive, coordinated response to child abuse. 

Deondra Brown is a member of the piano chamber group The 5 Browns. She has released six albums and received 
training at The Juilliard School. Deondra has performed in elite venues across the world including Carnegie Hall, Suntory 
Hall in Tokyo, and the Grand National Theater in Beijing. Deondra is able to speak as someone who wore a pair of those 
shoes. As a child, she was sexually abused by her father. With her sister, Deondra formed the Foundation for Survivors of 
Abuse to help educate the public on the problem of sexual abuse. She has also worked on national legislation and is 
active in politics, helping to promote the passage of bills that help children who have been sexually abused.  

Community leaders, media representatives and members of the public are encouraged to view the display throughout 
the morning and early afternoon.  Beginning at noon, a brief ceremony will take place as outlined:  

1. Introduction by Esterlee A. Molyneux, MS, Executive Director of The Family Place 
2. Brent Platt, Division of Child and Family Services 
3. Tracey Tabet, Administrator for Utah Children’s Justice Center Program 
4. Deondra Brown, The 5 Browns, Foundation for Survivors of Abuse 
5. Conclusion: Belva Hansen – Starfish Story 



The Family Place will be holding additional events throughout the month of April, sending the resounding message 
that Cache Valley cares about protecting its children from abuse and neglect. For more information about “Steppin’ Up 
for Children” and The Family Place, please contact The Family Place at (435)725-8880 or 
visit www.TheFamilyPlaceUtah.org  
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