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(LOGAN, UT)—For the past 11 years, The Family Place has held a Steppin’ Up for Kids event to increase public 
awareness of child abuse and to bolster community resilience. Historically, this has included a display on the steps 
of the Cache County Courthouse featuring a pair of shoes for each substantiated case of child abuse or neglect 
during the past year. Because The Family Place is committed to being socially responsible to prevent the spread 
of COVID-19, this year The Family Place’s Steppin’ Up for Kids will be a virtual event featuring a short online video 
with messages from The Family Place’s Executive Director, Dr. Sheryl Goodey; Utah Representative Dan Johnson; 
and The Family Place’s Chief Relationship Officer, Esterlee Molyneux. Beginning Thursday, April 30, the video will 
be available on The Family Place’s Facebook page: www.facebook.com/familyplaceut. 
 
The month of April is recognized nationally as Child Abuse Prevention Month. The Family Place began their 
Steppin’ Up for Kids event tradition as a way to promote their mission of strengthening families and protecting 
children.  
 
Steppin’ Up for Kids is designed to provide a stark reminder that even “the safest community in America,”—as 
Logan has been named—is not immune from abuse. In 2019, there were 366 confirmed survivors of child abuse 
or neglect in Cache County.  In 2019, the top reason for substantiated reports and removals are child 
endangerment and physical neglect.  
 
“Child endangerment is often caused from parents abusing drugs and, as a result, are simply not able to care for 
their children and their children’s physical needs. For a number of years, sexual abuse was the top form of child 
maltreatment in our area, but now we are seeing more child endangerment cases,” said Esterlee Molyneux of The 
Family Place. 
 
There were 7,570 confirmed Child Protective Services reports of abuse and neglect in the state of Utah 
(Department of Human Services, 2019). The top reasons for child abuse cases statewide were due to child 
endangerment and domestic violence related child abuse.  
 
“Our Steppin’ Up for Kids event can be quite sobering,” said Dr. Goodey, the Executive Director of The Family 
Place. “It is difficult knowing that these cases represent real children in our community, but the purpose of 
Steppin’ Up for Kids is to help community members to realize that they can help protect children. The Family Place 
has a variety of tools and resources for prevention and for building resilience, and this is a way for us to share 
those resources.”  
 
Dan Johnson, who is participating in the online video, is the Representative for Utah District 4 and has spent over 
fifty years working in education. He is a tremendous advocate for children and families. “We are asking you to 
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step up to help The Family Place in meeting the needs of families, and strengthening them, so they can protect 
children,” said Representative Johnson.  
 
Community leaders, media representatives and the public are encouraged to view the short online video at any 
time beginning Thursday, April 30, 2020. The video will be located on The Family Place’s Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/familyplaceut.  
 
The Family Place, is a non-profit family support center with locations in Logan, Hyrum, and Smithfield, Utah. The 
integral services offered by The Family Place include the Starfish Children’s Shelter, emergency and scheduled 
child care in their Kid’s Place, counseling, educational workshops, and trauma interventions. Last year, The Family 
Place served over 20,000 individuals. For more information about “Steppin’ Up for Kids” and The Family Place, 
please contact The Family Place at (435)752-8880 or visit www.TheFamilyPlaceUtah.org. 
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